
Dear <Insert you supervisor/line manager name>, 

I would like approval to register our school to take part in Art Bytes,  a national art and EdTech programme for year 5 and year 9 students in all educational settings. 

As you will be aware, the Department for Education's NEW Enrichment Framework advocates that all children should have access to a broad range of enrichment opportunities. Engagement with the arts during childhood and adolescence has been found to play a positive role in wellbeing, with participation linked to higher levels of life satisfaction, optimism and better mental health. 

I believe that taking part in Art Bytes is a simple and exciting way for us to include enrichment in our school setting. Proven to nurture talent, raise ambition and develop confidence and cultural capital, Art Bytes combines an inter-school art competition judged by artists and arts professionals with a bespoke virtual gallery, augmented reality (AR) tools and in-person Celebration Events in cultural venues across England. 

Taking part in Art Bytes will: 
· Enable us to showcase our student’s artwork and creativity at a National level
· Raise the profile of the Arts at our school
· Contribute to us becoming more technology-driven and innovative in our creative educational practices. 
· Support the social learning of our students and build confidence, belonging and voice.
· Challenge our students and provide them with a sense of accomplishment and reward for their creativity.

In addition to raising the national profile of art in our school, the programme also addresses Ofsted's cultural capital requirements and supports our equality objectives. With this in mind,  I’d like to suggest funding comes from the school general or marketing budget, rather than the limited art budget. 

dot-art Services is the not for profit social enterprise that manages Art Bytes. They do not receive external funding so charge a fee of £195+VAT for primary schools and £295+VAT for secondary schools to be part of the programme.

Finally, as there is NO SPECIFIC THEME for art works uploaded, Art Bytes shouldn’t take a lot of extra work for our teachers and I would be very willing to coordinate the project as part of my ongoing commitment to celebrating the creativity of students at our school. 
 
Leaflet about Art Bytes HERE
Video link ‘what Art Bytes is about’  HERE
